Alliance International Hockey Club
Minutes of the General Assembly held on the 23rd of June 2019
The meeting was held during the Grand Masters Hockey European Cup in Brasschaat at the Mansion
(clubhouse) of the KHC Dragons on their premises located Sportendreef 1, B-2930 Brasschaat, Belgium.
Members whose names have been entered on the Meeting’s presence list:
Alan Nieuwenhuyzen
Nigel Sanchez
Raghbir Singh Hayer
Anthony Johnson
Marc v. Cauwenberghe
Shuji Imose
Eric Kjekstad
Masaaki Tsutsumi
David Mellor
Roy Wilson
Fin Everding
Peter Stevens
Piet Voermans
Fredy Diener
John Hall
Bill Greenwood
Sue Norman
Sally Walsh
Barb Doran
Chris Eather
Bridget LeGood

Philip Vandergucht
Sean Wanckel
Giampaolo Puglia
Jaap Kreumer
Simon Thomson
Heath Tyrrell
Maarten v. Oosterzee
Egbert Egberts
Neil Miller
Saburo Amemiya
Richard Macklin
Tosaku Susuki
Hajé Wessels
Peter Child
John Ingram Marriott
Nanda Siebers
Ali McGillivray
Dawn Palmer
Heather Banham
Noelle Duncan

Chris Szpak
Chris Haley
Peter Bennis
Barry Everitt
Peter Moldenhauer
David Fargus
Janamjit Babbra
Terry Gaston
Bernard Smoor
Cor Berkhout
Ryusou Miyamoto
Peter Terleski
Jaap Zandbergen
Wim van Noortwijk
Derek Wright
Francine de Booy
Mary Spierenburg
Menchu Solaun
Shelly Tapp
Margaret Sanders

Tim Gingell
Paul Mangat
Paul Hartman
Mike Jenkins
Adrian Wellington
Theo v. Assou v.d. Putten
Martin Vellinga
Frank Marlatt
Bas van Nooten
Jorgos Dramitinos
Herbert Ostermann
Kees Tresling
Steve Winnall
Dave Ferguson
Clyde Lok
Ishbel Dickens
Julie Neville
Margaret White
Judy Board
Sue Benfell

Apologies for not attending the meeting were received from:
Angie Lynch
Anthony Mavridis
Bobby Abdulla

Ana-Paula Robertson
Donald Dunbar
Quintin Butcher

Judy Silom
Ian Dunbar
Geert Donker

Morley Pecker
Gerard Smeding
Hans Grobben

1. Opening address by the President
The meeting was opened at 18.15hrs by the President, David Fargus.
The Chairman started with a warm welcome to all members attending the General Assembly and
especially welcomed the President of WGMA, Wim van Noortwijk, The President designate of WMH,
Sean Curran, the President of IMHA, Glenn Paton
Consequently he thanked his fellow Executive Committee members, Roy Wilson who is arranging all the
kit for Alliance, Peter Terleski who helps with kit and manages the finances, Ishbel Dickens and Sue
Norman who are organising the women’s side of Alliance. A special thank you was extended to Maarten
van Oosterzee for the enormous amount of work he has done as secretary throughout the year.
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2. Minutes of the previous General Assembly held on the 27th June
2018 in Barcelona at Senator Hotel, Carrer del Cardenal Reig 11,
08028 Barcelona
The President noted that the minutes were published in an attachment to the Newsletter 2019-03
which was distributed to our members by email on May 20th 2019. Additionally, these minutes can be
seen on our website www.alliancehockey.net
There were no comments and the minutes were taken as read.
3. The report of the activities of the past year 2018/2019
Men
The secretary Maarten van Oosterzee added to the comments to the agenda that after the WC in
Barcelona the men’s side has attended several smaller tournaments this year including Wellingborough,
Luc Ronchin Lille and Tilburg, before being here with 5 teams in Brasschaat.
Although we have not been very successfully in winning medals, the response of our members after
having participated in such tournaments were generally that it has been a great pleasure to meet each
other again and play together in these tournaments and again experience the Alliance spirit during and
after the matches. However it was also noted that the average age of the other teams in the smaller
tournaments are often much younger than our teams, which is a concern.
There has been an immense amount of work put in to be able to participate in the Brasschaat
tournament with 5 men’s teams.
In the first place it has been very difficult this year to come up with the numbers for an Alliance 60+ team.
This is partly due to that people of that age are working and not able to attend for the full 10 days of the
tournament. Additionally we do not have the network yet to reach players of a younger age, which is a
source of concern.
This also meant that the average age of our O60 team was somewhat higher than most of the other
teams in this tournament, as we had to transfer some of the younger players in O65 to the O60 team in
order to complete the team. This off course had implications for the O65 team which in addition had to
release six players to O70 A and B to complete these two teams. In the end this resulted in having only 13
players in O65 what is not really sufficient, in case players get injuries during the tournament.
As in Barcelona the O70 teams had to let go three players to O75 in order to complete this team. We
decided such as we did not want withdraw this team and therewith jeopardise the O75 competition in
Brasschaat, for which WGMA was very thankful. Nevertheless we have to find a way whereby we do not
compromise the O65 team in particular in the coming years.
What remains this year is the Asian Cup in mid-October in Korea, where we will be playing with an O65
team.
Women
Ishbel Dickens, Member of the Board overseeing the women’s section, commented on the successful
development in and growth of the women’s section and results achieved within the women’s section
during the last few years. As in Barcelona last year we are playing with a women’s 60+ and a 65+ team in
Brasschaat and the women’s section have been able to enter a 55+ team to IMHA European
Championships in Krefeld in August this year. This is the first time that Alliance has produced a 55+ team,
which is seen as a major achievement.
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The report was approved without any changes.
Chairman, David Fargus thanked both Ishbel and Maarten for all the work they have done with regard to
all these activities.
4. Finance: report of the treasurer and the auditor followed by discussion about the club's finances.
th

The Treasurer, Peter Terleski, has handed out the account statements as per 14 of June 2019 and gave
an explanation to the members present.
The account statements are merely a statement of:
th

- opening EUR (RABO) and GBP (HSBC) bank balances as per June 13 2018,
- receipts from members (for membership, tournaments and kit),
- payments for cost of membership of IMHA/WGMA, tournaments, Kit and website costs and finally
- the closing bank balances of the GBP (HSBC) and EUR (RABO) account and the new PayPal account
which was introduced in January 2019.
The treasurer reported that the bank balances have increased from about EUR 8.500 to over EUR 18.000
th

as per the 16 of June this year which confirms the healthy financial state of the club. The reason of this
huge increase is that this year - contrary to in the past including last year in Barcelona - payments for the
tournament, including the dinner and kit, have largely been received in our bank accounts prior to the
Brasschaat tournament rather than being received in cash at the tournament and that this has largely
been due to the successful use of PayPal. The amount of money in this account added up to over EUR
th

5800, - in receipts at June 16 albeit at a substantial cost of fees, as transfers, using Paypal, to
associations (as Alliance is) are not without cost. Additionally the cost payable for the Alliance dinner will
be considerable higher due to higher price, as well as the number of attendants.
So the big about EUR 10.000 difference between the actual financial condition as per June 2019 and that
as per June 2018 will actually be substantially less if measured once all the tournament income and costs
are fully paid.
The treasurer remarked that the aim is not to make a profit, but to have sufficient funds in the various
bank accounts, for us to be able to pay the substantial amounts for both tournament fees and kit in
advance, as reimbursement can only be collected from the participating member-players later.
As always the stock of kit and pins are not reported in the statements, as these are valued at zero, as
their external value is seen as zero commercial worth.
Subsequently the auditor, Richard Macklin, stated that the books are in order and correctly show the
current situation. The finances were approved and the Treasurer Peter Terleski was thanked for his
efforts.
5. Approval of the running of the club in the past year
In accordance with Dutch law for associations, the meeting approved the management by the executive
committee for the past year by acclamation.
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The president proposed to deal with point 7 “Revision to the Statutes of the Club” of the agenda before
discussing point 6 “Developments relating to bringing the WGMA and IMHA together” This was accepted
by the meeting.
6 (was 7 on the agenda). Revision to the Statutes of the Club
The President explained that there are only 3 significant changes in the statutes.
The first relates to the fact that according to the existing statutes we only accept players older than 60
years of age as members (although we actually have had underaged players in our 60+ teams in the past).
The proposal is to change the minimum age to 35+ as under the WMH umbrella Masters hockey starts at
35+. It was noted, however, that we do not expect to be able to raise teams in all the younger age groups
in the foreseeable future.
The second change relates to the membership clauses which defining to ordinary membership and
lifetime membership of which the latter can only be obtained after one year. This was done in order to
give the new members some time to learn about the club and vice-versa.
The third relates to the number of Officers on the Executive Committee of the Club. This was originally
restricted to the four officers on the board (President, Vice- President, Secretary and Treasurer)
complemented with three additional Executive Committee Members. Considering the wish to distribute
the work load, it is proposed to change this to 5 additional Executive Committee
Members.
Approval of the changes required 2/3rd of votes in the Meeting. In answer to the question by Egbert
Egberts regarding the follow up of this, the president answered that the amended statutes, if approved,
will be posted on the club’s website and that all the information on the website and flyers will be
changed accordingly.
Nobody voted against the proposed changes. Consequently they were approved.
7 (was 6 on the agenda). Developments relating to bring the WGMA and IMHA together under the
umbrella of WMH
Before starting the briefing on the developments Hon. President, David Fargus remarked that we have
two Alliance members, Wim van Noortwijk and Ishbel Dickens standing for election for the new Board of
WMH.
There is nothing negative regarding developments to be reported except that we face a challenge to
organise our club under the new arrangements.
With the exception of 2016 - when the men and women played at different times and different places in
Australia - resp. in Newcastle and in Canberra - we have always played together in the same major annual
tournament at the same place and time. Consequently we have been able to organise an Alliance
General Assembly during such tournaments and remain a cohesive club. However this is likely to change
in the future and starting in 2020 when the men 60+, 65+, 70+ and 75+ are playing the World Cup in
Tokyo while the women 55+, 60+ and 65+ will play in South Africa.
Accordingly we will be fragmented next year and remain fragmented in the future.
It is not clear yet how the age groups will be organised, but it might well be that this will be 35+/ 40+/
45+, 50+/55+/60+ and 65+/70+/75+/ . Whatever eventuates, however, we have to consider how we
organise ourselves as a club in the future.
Following on from that we have the issue regarding how to reach and attract younger players. We do not
have the network for this nowadays. We cannot be overly ambitious and should perhaps start by focusing
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on 55+. We need to build-up a network in countries and clubs, and not only in countries where they
cannot establish a full Grandmasters or Masters team, as in order to complete these we need to fill-up
the teams with players from the large hockey nations such as UK, Netherlands and Australia. In the past
we have had players from 35 countries playing for Alliance.
Wim van Noortwijk, on the request of David Fargus, added that WGMA and IMHA had been sitting
together for 4 years in order to create this new concept and that FIH required that this had to be in place
nd

by August 2019. An interim board of WMH will be appointed at the first WMH Congress on 2 August.
Wim noted that the new Board will still have members with more than 20 years of experience, however
younger members are being encouraged to get involved in order to prepare WMH for the future.
In answer to the question by Jorgos Dramitinos as to who will be the president of WMH, Wim van
Noordwijk answered that Glen Paton and he has decided that neither of them should stand and a new
President should be elected. The proposal is that Sean Curran should stand for this position. WGMA will,
for the time being stay in place during an expected transition period, and the World Cup in Tokyo will be
run under the WGMA umbrella.
On the question of the future of the Tournament Trophy in which Alliance is participating, Wim answered
that Alliance is a full member of the new set-up and that the Tournament Trophy will stay in place,
however that the World Cup men 60+ will be held in Tokyo next year and that the women 60+ will play in
South Africa.
Regarding potential medical issues in Japan the President expressed full confidence that the Japanese
Hockey Organisation will organise an excellent tournament including excellent medical facilities.

8. Membership and Selection Policy
To become member of Alliance in the past was free and all that was payable was Euro 25 fee when
playing for Alliance in a tournament as an ordinary member.
We have decided to change the membership policy and require some commitment in the form of a one
time entrance fee of Euro 25. In addition a fee of Euro 25 is payable when playing in a tournament. We
also decided that life time membership is only possible after one year which gives a new member a year
to consider whether this is what he/she really wants and for Alliance vice versa the same. At that time a
fee of Euro 200 would be payable, which would thereafter exempt the member from having to pay the
Euro 25 Tournament fee.
In addition to the above a Selection Policy has been prepared, although, especially in the men’s section,
it has hardly been needed. This year it has been a monumental effort just to complete the five men’s
teams in Brasschaat.
However there were originally 28 players for the 70+ teams, sufficient for two teams, and consequently a
selection had to be made, whereby we did not want to compromise either of the teams too much.
The proposed selection policy was published on our website under About Alliance/Latest News and
distributed by e-mail to our members with Newsletter 3. The policy features a combination of quality of
the player and loyalty to Alliance. Additionally the balancing of pitch time is in the policy.
There were no remarks nor objections regarding both the proposed policy changes and therefore both
policies were consequently considered accepted.
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9. Appointment of Auditor(s)
Richard Macklin agrees to being auditor for another year and the Assembly approved his re-appointment.
10. Election of new officers and re-election of existing officers of the club. Election of new members of
the Executive Committee
There were no positions on the Board open for re-election, as all Officers of the Club have confirmed that
they are willing to remain. The same is the case for the Ordinary Members of the Executive Committee .
The Executive Committee, however, would really like some younger members to step up and has started
to talk with several younger members of the Club in order to realise this.
In addition the Board is of the opinion that we need to extend our reach as far as possible beyond
countries which are already participating in WGMA tournaments and also to the younger ages groups in
all the hockey countries. It therefore proposed to elect John Willmott as International Development
Coordinator on the Executive Committee of Alliance International Hockey Club. Such as John has shown
to be an enthusiastic member and ambassador of Alliance and has a big network in the hockey world and
in the younger age groups. He will additionally investigate how better to market ourselves and how to
establish ourselves in the younger age groups and smaller hockey countries.
Unfortunately John could not attend this Meeting though, as he could not attend the meeting due to
illness. Nevertheless it was proposed to elect him in this meeting.
John Willmott was elected by acclamation.
The President of the club remarked that in the future we will definitely need more people to assist in the
running of the Club.
11. Any Other Business
- Track suits
Roy Wilson remarked that Alliance is looking to have track suits again in same grey colour as in the past,
but this time improved by being rain-proof and with pockets with zippers.
Additionally he remarked that in the meantime women’s sized shirts have been introduced and that the
increased number of numbered women’s shirts reflects the growth of the women’s section.
- Alliance Tournament
The President announced that Alliance is considering an Alliance tournament in 2021 either in mainlandEurope or in the UK. This however of course takes time and depends on having volunteers to organise
this. Members with experience in organising such events are asked to volunteer.
12. Closing of the Meeting.
At 19.45 hrs Chairman David Fargus closed the meeting.
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